No evidence of a lymphocytopenic state before manifestation of chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
Total lymphocyte counts were determined on an average 13.4 years before establishment of the diagnosis in 20 of 95 consecutive patients with chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL). The reasons for performing the white blood cell and differential counts did not include diabetes, autoimmune diseases or verified viral infections which are conditions well known to be associated with lymphocytopenia or lymphocytosis. The mean total lymphocyte count in the patient group was 2.6 X 10(9)/l and did not differ from that of an age-matched control group. There was no significant association between the pretreatment lymphocyte count and the time between test and diagnosis. We conclude that patients with CLL have not a lymphocytopenic state antedating the diagnosis of CLL.